Brightwell (13-17 x 105 cells/ml), was used as food, and (2) larvae were reared at 26 ? 1?C in Millipore (0.22 gm)-filtered sea water (1 larva/ml and salinity 30 ppt) under constant illumination. Every 6 h, 3-ml aliquots were removed from each replicate culture (6) and the larvae were observed to determine their stage of development and percentage of survival. Naupliar stages were determined using the key provided by Karande (1974a) .
Description of Larvae.-The nauplii were observed under a Nikon Optiphot microscope for detailed analysis of larval morphology and limb setation. Drawings were made using a camera lucida and size was determined with the help of a calibrated ocular micrometer. Total length (TL) of larvae was determined by measuring the distance between the frontal margin of the carapace and the tip of the caudal spine (CS) or the abdominal furcal tip (whichever was longer). The carapace width (CW) was measured at the widest point behind the naupliar eye. Ten larvae of each stage were examined for determining size, shape, morphology, and setal formulae. The setal types present on the limbs are expressed by alphabetical formulae (Newman, 1965) . The terminology used to describe the naupliar morphology follows that given by Kado and Hirano (1994) .
RESULTS
The intermolt period and percentage survival of the naupliar stages are given in Table  1 . Stage II nauplii reached stage VI within 4 days. The mean values of total length (TL) and carapace width (CW) of various larval stages are given in Table 2 . Typical setal types and shape used in the present study are illustrated in Fig. 1 . The outline of the larval carapace (dorsal view), abdominal processes (AP) (lateral view), and details of the labrum The AP has a pair of large serrated series 1 spines and a long distal forked portion (furca). The presence of 12 setae on the antennule and three series of spines (1, 2, and 3) on the AP (Fig. 3) observed. Therefore, it is not of much value in the determination of a stage or identification of species. In many balanids, the sequence of appearance and nature of spines on the AP are of diagnostic value. In B. cirratus both the proximal and distal AP spines appear in stage II (Karande, 1974a) . The presence of a median spine between the series 2 spines of stage IV of M. tintinnabulum is characteristic of many balanids except B. amphitrite (see Karande, 1973) .
The salient morphological features of nauplii of M. tintinnabulum are, therefore, their large size (Table 2) In naupliar stages IV-VI of M. rosa the antenna has three denticulate setae (Table 3) In general, no differences are observed in the setation of mandibles among the species mentioned above, except that in M. rosa and M. volcano 2-4 denticulate setae appear during naupliar stages II-VI (Table 3) 
